Birth statistics: recent trends in England and Wales.
This article summarises recent trends in birth statistics in England and Wales. Particular attention is given to the characteristics of conceptions in 1996 and births in 1997, the latest years for which figures are available. The article examines changes in the number of births outside marriage, the age women become mothers and the number of women expected to remain childless throughout their lives. It also analyses differences in the timing of childbearing between women from different social classes or living in different regions of the UK. Finally it describes changes in the overall and underage conception rates between 1995 and 1996.